The Authentic Church – Part 1

“The man in the mirror – the man behind the mask”  Luke 18:9-14

Matthew 16:18-19 “and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."

“The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today... is Christians 

who acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk out the door and deny Him 

by their lifestyle. That is simply what an unbelieving world finds unbelievable."
Pharisee: The veiled Church

1. Self centered: “prayed about himself” Man centered religion. ‘the seat of self’ Phil. 2:3 

· The greatest poison of human life – the greatest barrier to God: pride
· Matthew 21:44 “He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.”
2. Self righteous: “thank you that I am not like other men” Pride leads to comparative living. 

· Categorize sin; justify, rational, minimize; Reject God on God’s terms.

· Galatians 2:16 “a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ… that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, 
because by observing the law no one will be justified.”  

3. Self justified: “I fast twice a week” False religion: ‘justified by works’

· Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  

· With a terrible end Matthew 7:22-23
Tax Collector:  The validated Church

1. God centered: “stood at a distance” Submit to character and nature of God: Holy. 

· Leviticus 10:3 “this is what the Lord spoke of when He said among those who 

approach me I will show myself holy, in the sight of all the people I will be honored.” 

2. God fearing: “not even look up” The fear of the Lord is our mark. Psalm 86:11 

· Agree with God; ‘we all are sinner’ Romans 3:23 

· God alone justifies a man; 1Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”
3. God justified: “have mercy on me” Broken and contrite heart is perpetual mark. Psalm 51:17 

· Grace: unlocks & unleashes God’s power for living. 1Peter 5:5-6 

The authentic church reflects the face of Christ.
